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relation Tuzla – Trentino
Tuzla is the city of 120.000 citizens, located in the north-east of Bosnia and

Herzegovina.
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relation Tuzla – Trentino
Journey and migration from Trentino to the region of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Migration from Trentino – South Tirol to Bosnia and Herzegovina started in 1880. 

This was the INTERNAL migration since the territory of Trentino and Bosnia and 

Herzegovina were within one ruling territory – Austro-Hungarian empire.  

Migration carried out in two ways: 

1. Organised migration / colonisation - where migrants from Trentino moved to 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, started in 1883 ended in 1884. Migrant groups came to 

Mahovljani in North Bosnia (near Banja Luka) and in Konjic in Herzegovina. 

2. Individual migrations, where migrants from Trentino moved to Tuzla, Zenica, 

Banja Luka, Sarajevo and Doboj vicinity, started in 1878, ended by 1912.   



relation Tuzla – Trentino
Journey and migration from Trentino to the region of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

ORGANISED COLONISATION –

MAHOVLJANI 

First group of 25 migrant families  came from 

Trento by train on 15.9.1883.  After 4 days 

journey, migrants from Banja Luka were 

escorted by army to Mahovljani settlement 

near Banja Luka.  From Mahovljani families 

were directed to the various villages, mainly in 

the vicinity of Prnjavor town. They worked as 

rented labour for land owners. Later they got 

the land from government to work on it.  

Colonisation was finished in 1884. 

Train station in Trento in 1883. 



relation Tuzla – Trentino
Journey and migration from Trentino to the region of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

ORGANISED COLONISATION –

KONJIC

At the same time, in 1883 166 families (in 2 

groups) arrived to the area of Konjic in 

Herzegovina, near Mostar. Since colonists 

did not get the properties and land 

promised by the government, almost all 

families return to Trentino during March 

1884.  

No Italian origin families today 
reside in Konjic.



relation Tuzla – Trentino
Journey and migration from Trentino to the region of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

INDIVIDUAL MIGRATIONS – B&H 

Started before organised colonisation, and continued till 1911. 

• Zamboni family came to Zenica in 1878,

• Mott and Piccolotti families came to Tuzla in 1880,

• Montibeller family came to Štivor in spring 1883 (before 

arrival of other Trentino families in 1883)

• Bancher family arrived to Tuzla in 1911.

• Andriusi family arrived in Sarajevo in 1930. late arrival 

In later years, individual familes arrived in Banja Luka, Sarajevo, Zenica, 

Travnik, Doboj, Gračanica, and other towns. 



relation Tuzla – Trentino
Reasons for migration – situation in Trentino

•Recession and general low 

living standard. 

•Silk and wine production 

declined.

•New borders between 

regions reduced trade and 

employment opportunities.

•Flood in 1882.

•No drafting in Monarhy 

army. 

•Government promised 

land for migrants. 

•Business opportunities.

New start. New life.

Business opportunity.

About 75% families

About 25% families



relation Tuzla – Trentino
Reasons for migration – situation in Tuzla / B&H

•Region rich by natural 

resources and land

•A-H required labour and 

qualified workers. 

•Tuzla is military 

important town, near 

border with Serbia. 

•A-H wanted reduce 

impact of Islam and 

populate Christians. 

•A-H wanted to have loyal 

citizens in Monarchy.

•Italian rarely came with 

investments. 

Agriculture, livestock and bee 
keeping.

Construction works 
(designing and building)

About 15% families

About 20% families

Crafts, milk production

Labor force, religion.

About 60% families

About 5% families

Administration, police, teaching, 
trade, public services 0% families



Occupations of Italians in Tuzla

Agriculture, livestock and 
bee keeping. Bancher family

Daldon and Broch families



Jakob Mott, 
chimneysweep

Batista, 
tailoring

Crafts, milk production

Daldon, milk 
production

Gojo, concrete 
elements 

production

Occupations of Italians in Tuzla



Construction works 
(designing and building)

Dorighi, railway building

Candotti and Bancher, 
reconstruction of Plehan monastery 

Occupations of Italians in Tuzla



Cordignano and Candotti
works

Buildings destroyed due to land subsidence caused by salt exploitation – post office, catholic church, gymnasium

Buildings in the hart of the city 

Occupations of Italians in Tuzla



Labor force, religion.

Zamboni family

Fontan family 

Occupations of Italians in Tuzla



Living standard of Italians in Tuzla – early days 

Silvia Mott, lived in extreme poverty

poor 5% 

Segat family, lived in an ordinary house
estimates

ordinary 80%

Cordignano home, wealthy family

rich 15% 

Italians came to Tuzla with the basic capital. 
They purchased land and started businesses. 

In business creation participated all family members (brothers).
They brouth new crafts and skills.



Living standard of Italians in Tuzla – these days 

No families live in extreme poverty Fontan family, lived in an ordinary house

ordinary 75%
Mott family home, good standard

good standard 25% 
•Italians are educated – about 25% senior and 60% youth have university degree or study. 
•Italians have good positions in the society – have responsible jobs in health sector, education, politics. 
•They are investors, run private business.
•Do not include other Italian families in business. 
•Contribute in overall social life in Tuzla. 
•Active in art, music, painting, writing, sport, red cross, CSOs, politics.



Integration processes since 1879 

Obstacles in integration 
processes 

•Language barrier.
•Different religion (73,7% Muslims).
•Lack of churches (no church in the 
city till 4.10.1893). 
•Mentality  and habits of locals.
•Less contacts with the population 
since the properties Italian own were 
not in the city centre, often in rural 
areas. 

Advantages in integration 
processes 

•Multilingual city. 
•Huge population spoke non-
domestic language (in 1919 12,64% 
citizens spoke non-domestic 
language). 
•Opportunities in offering new 
working skills. 
•Opportunities in offering 
organisational skills. 
•Migrants were literate when they 
arrived (comparing to domicile 
population  - 97% illiterate in B&H). 



Integration processes since 1879 

Population of Tuzla, and number of Italians – where available statistics

1879 
(first 

census)

1885 1895 1910 1921 1971 1991 2013

Total
population

5.119 5933 10.227 12.353 416460 
district, 
no data 
for Tuzla 

121.717 131.618 131.402

Italians unknown unknown unknown 180  
2500

237 in 
district

unkown 39 88
Embassy 
records

•Small number of citizens who declare themselves as Italian is the consequence of progressive 
integration process in Tuzla. 
•In the history, no assimilation was present in Tuzla. 
•Italians declared themselves as the citizens of one of the majority nations: Croat, Serb and 
Muslim / Bosnian. 



Integration processes since 1879 

Membership in the association of Italians in Tuzla 

1993 1995 2004 2019

Association 
members 

693 245 186 334

Trentino club 
members

about 75% about 75% 100% about 80%

Non-members ? ? ? minimum 30 
persons with 
Italian origin

Having Italian 
citizenship

? ? ? 88 in 2016



Contribution in integration processes
family bonds and mixed marriages

Wedding Rina Daldon and 
Mihael Dobnik  

Wedding Nikola Andriusi and Kata Sarić 

Wedding Giovanni Ivan Fontan 
and Jozefina Kulhanek 

Wedding Jakob Mott and 
Christine Zimmerman  

Wedding Ljubica Segat and 
Dragan Pešić 

Wedding Rudolf Zamboni and 
Marija Matijašec



Contribution in integration processes

music and theatre 

Bajazzo band 1926 – four Italians Play Emina – five Italians 



Contribution in integration processes

voluntary firebrigade 

Mott and Zamboni



Contribution in integration processes
sport

Zdravko Batista in handball club 
"Sloboda" 

Perin Mott in football club "Solvaj" 

Karlo Segat - volleyball

Jakob Mott referee in basketball 



Contribution in integration processes
social gathering

Mott Jakov, member of Napredak society 1898 Tuzla



Contribution in integration processes
revolutionary movements

Rafael Mott, 
komunist party  
(1905-1977), 
political prisoner 
arrested several 
times 1932 -1941

August Mott 
(1900-1963), 
political prisoner 
arrested 1932 

Leonardo Bancher 
(1900-1936) political prisoner, 
about 1935

Ferdinand Zamboni 
(1905-1982), 
political prisoner 
arrested 1929 

1. May 1923, Italian 
families Bancher,  
Gojo, Mott, 
Piccolotti, Križan



Contribution in integration processes
revolutionary movements – 2 World War

Rinaldo Bancher 
in Bari 1944

Bruno Bancher street 
in Sevran -Paris,  died 
1944

Nevenka  Bancher 
in 1944

• Simone Bancher
• Leonida Bancher Ćatić
• Sofija Piccolotti
• Rudolf Zamboni
• Nikola Zamboni
• Dara Zamboni
• Stjepan Batista
• Danica Fontan Lazarević
• Ignjac Mott
• Rafael Mott

No Italians served in Nazi  
army, two served in 
domestic army 
(„domobrani”), several 
drafted for „domobrani” 
and escaped to partisan 
military units. 



Contribution in integration processes
revolutionary movements and 2 World War
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Return to Italy

Year From To

1884 organised Konjic Trentino 

1885 – 1918 individual Štivor, Mahovljane, etc Trentino

1928 Tuzla / Segat Argentina

1939, 1940 Štivor, Banja Luka Ardea – Ardeatina, Rom

1940, 1941, 1945 Tuzla, other places Trentino

1947 Tuzla / Candotti Torino

1970-1985 Tuzla, other places Italy, Germany, etc. 

1992-1995 – war time Tuzla, other places Trentino, Germany, etc.  



ALASSIO
ANDRIUSSI
BATTISTA
BANCHER
BARBINNI
BATTICELLI
BUSSATTA
CANDOTTI
CORDIGNANO
CUKIATTI
DALDON
DELONGA
DELSANTE
DORIGHI
DRUSIANI
FACCIO
FIAMENGO
FONTAN
GIACONI
GOJO
GROTTI

Italian families in Tuzla

KOMLJEN
KONRAD
KRISTEN
KRMEK
LAGINJA
LAZZARI
MARCOLLINI
MERLUZZI
MICHELINI
MIKILINI
MONTIBELLER
MORETTI
MOROZINI
MOTT
MURADORI
MUSULINNI
OLIVARI

PACHER
PALLA
PAPINUTI
PICCOLOTTI
PIONDI
ROSSI
SCALCERI
SCIOCCI
SEGAT
SORAVIA
TARADE
TOSON
TROMBETTO
VENERUS
VIDONI
ZAMBONI

Red letters – families 
living in Tuzla



Italian family Zamboni 

Amadio Zamboni, 1874, Brez, Trento
Fiorenza Donna, 1878, Brez, Trento

Amadio Zamboni, Fiorenza Donna, 5 (+1) 
children, all born near Zenica, Bosnia.
Family moved to Tuzla in 1911. (1 generation)
All children did not speak Italian. 

Rudolf Zamboni, 1903, Vranduk, near 
Zenica, married Marija Matijašec, 1904, 
Tuzla. (1 generation)



Italian family Zamboni 

Rudolf and Marija Zamboni, 1979 Rudolf and Marija Zamboni and 2 
children, daughter Antonija, son 
Miroslav (2 generation)



Italian family Zamboni - Knežiček 

Antonija Zamboni, 1926 
married Zdenko Knežiček, 
1921, in Tuzla

Antonija and Zdenko Knežiček have 2 
children Željko, 1951 and Tihomir 1959, 
both born in Tuzla (3 generation)

Tihomir and Smilja Knežiček have 2 
daughter Marija, 1997 and Sonja, 2002, 
both born in Tuzla (4 generation)



Italian identities

•Italians  changed original surname spelling do to legislation in former Yugoslavia – saying 

names and surnames need to be spelled i.e. written as it is pronounced. In addition, Serbo-

Croatian grammar did not recognise double letters. 

•Changes effected on families Bancher (Banker), Mott (Mot), Piccolotti (Pikoloti), Michelini 

(Mikelini, Mikilini), Dorighi (Dorigi), Andriussi (Andriusi), Candotti (Kandoti). Names also were 

substituted by local pronunciation Maria – Marija, Augosto – August, Giovani – Đovani, etc.

•Legislation in B&H permits using “foreign” names and surnames, so some families were 

permitted to change family documents where can be written original surname. 

•Italian families maintain identity by giving Italian names to male and female children PERIN, 

SILVIA, IVAN, RENATA, KARLO. 

•Italian families living in Italy give Italian names to their children. 



Italians did not organise activities within an association
form or any other type of organised gathering when
Italians established their presence in Tuzla. While
German (in 1911), Czech (1912) and Jews (1902, 1911)
have national associations in Tuzla.

Italian association in Tuzla has three phases of existence.

Phase 1. Established association in 1993.

Phase 2. Registration of association – Trentini club in 2000.

Phase 3. New registration of association, including Trentini club in 2010.

Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla



Phase 1. Established association in 1993.

Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla

Association was established on May 8, 1993 in order to organise reception of 
humanitarian aid during war conflict in B&H. Operated in continuity without 
activities till 2000. 

Membership 
card 



Phase 1. Established association in 1993.

Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla

Report of Ljubo Radić (Mott) for visit 
Trento in 1994 – in local language 

Membership 
card 



Phase 2. Registration of association – Trentini club in 2000.

Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla

Membership 
card 

The name of 

association was 

„Association of 

citizens 

Trentini Tuzla“. In 

May 2004 the club 

has 69 families and 

186 members. 

Intensive 

cooperation with 

Trentini nel mondo, 

material support 

and solidarity fund 

support. 
Opening club premises –
Rino Zandonai and Tuzla 
major Jasmin Imamović 

2005



Phase 3. New registration of association, including Trentini club in 2010.

Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla

Association was registered on 3.6.2010, named Association of 
Italian origin citizens “Rino Zandonai” Tuzla. Within the 
association, it is established a Trentini Club. 

Membership 
card 

Meeting Trentini nel mondo and Assembly 2010 – new registration



Funding sources – 15.000 EUR in 2020 
Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla

Project based activities -
international

66%

Project based activities - local
26%

Microfinance
2%

Operating costs support
4%

Membership fee   
2%

Project based activities - international Project based activities - local Microfinance Operating costs support Membership fee



Association of Italians Tuzla – activities

Language courses, tradition, culture, art, social 

gathering, exhibitions, publications, web, 

researches, covid monitoring, cooperation with 

Trentini nel mondo and B&H Italian associations 



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Social care – solidarity fund Trento 

JAKOV MOTT 
ZORKA DALDON VLADO ZAMBONI VALERIJA SEGAT



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Gathering – large events 



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Gathering – small events 



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
exhibitions



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Exhibitions - art



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Music



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Tradition



A DAY OF ITALIAN GASTRONOMY –
EVERY YEAR SINCE 2010 IN CONTINUITY 



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Publications and research



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Library „Salinas”    1312 units



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Recognition by state and city leaders

Haris Silajdžić, president B&H attended 
the event „A century of Italians in Tuzla” 
2010.

Jasmin Imamović, major of Tuzla city 
attended the event „Christmas in Tuzla” 
2018.



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
Media, internet



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
QUALITY OF ITALIAN’S LIFE IN LOCAL SOCIETY 

Italians are former migrants, came to B&H long time ago, who are recognised by legal 

framework in B&H, and treated as a national minority. By law, Italians are allowed to 

maintain and protect own tradition, culture and language. Foreigners who are former 

students from Asia and Africa, who remained in B&H, are not recognised as the national 

minorities. Newcomers from abroad who came for business purposes are not 

recognised as the national minorities in B&H.

All national minorities, including Italians, gave and give significant contribution in Tuzla 

development. Italians never misuse the Italian origin i.e. nationality, never asked for 

extra benefits, have identical rights as all other citizens. This status contributes in the 

integration processes. 



Italian identities – Association of Italians Tuzla
QUALITY OF ITALIAN’S LIFE IN LOCAL COMMUNITY

Italians have no restrictions in any sector of life. No restrictions in 

schooling and education, employment, health care, sport and culture, 

choice of wedding partner, choice in religion, choice the place of 

residence, choice to use local languages and script, maintaining 

relationship with church and other religious institutions, hosting in 

media.                

Italians see citizens of Tuzla as the 
ordinary population living in friendly 
environment. 

Citizens of Tuzla see Italians as citizens of 
Tuzla, no different than others.   



Association of Italian origin citizens 

“R I N O  Z A N D O N A I “  

club TRENTINO T U Z L A,

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The long story of Italians in Tuzla and their 
integration into the city and its peculiarities 

Prof.dr. Tihomir Knežiček 

THE END, THANKS
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