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MIGRATIONS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS
THE CASE OF TRENTINO (NORTH EAST ITALY)



TRENTINO IS…

A Province of north – east Italy:

Extension 7,500 Sqkm

Population 500,000

Characterized by mountains and valleys,

strong regional and local identity,

geographical, historical and cultural ties

to both Austria and Italy.
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Maps by wikipedia
Photo by Ugo Fanti



THE «GREAT MIGRATION»
1870-1914

Massive movement of Trentino people
mainly towards America beginning after
1875. 

Not a peculiarity of Trentino as it involves
entire Italy and many other areas of 
Europe.

Consequence of a complex mix of crisis
and opportunities on both sides of the 
ocean and at local level.
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Migrant ship arriving in New York harbour

www.wikipedia .org

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emigrazione


STRUCTURAL TRIGGERS

Independence of Americas (1770-1830) and abolition of slavery (1810-1890)

Economic and demographic transition in Europe and innovation in sea travel technology

Crisis of european mountain areas
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School children from trentino in Pomeranos (Brazil)

Centro Documentazione Emigrazione Trentina

http://emigrazionetrentina.museostorico.it/paese/brasile/#gallery


«LOCAL» TRIGGERS

• Geopolitical issues of the Austrian
Empire

• Great depression and financial
crisis (1873 fall of Vienna stock 
exchange)

• Plant pathogens and hard weather
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Map of Austria-Hungary
Wikipedia

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impero_austro-ungarico


COLONISTS AND WORKERS

Colonists: families, get land properties, sell everything before leaving, do not plan to come back

Workers: single adult men, mining and industry employment, send money at home, plan to come back 
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Miners camp in Hastings (Colorado)
Centro Documentazione Emigrazione Trentina

http://emigrazionetrentina.museostorico.it/paese/stati-uniti/


MUTUAL AID SOCIETIES

First form migrants organization:

• Active locally

• National or regional common origin

• Focus on solidarity actions

• Social and cultural events

• Trentini are hybrid people: not Italians but not
Austrians, they meet in «Tyrol Mutual
Societies».
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Front page of Cristoforo Colombo Society bylaws
www.vallevenasdicadore.it

http://www.vallevenasdicadore.it/WebGallery/emigrazione-usa-societa'-di-mutuo-soccorso/index.html


MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
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1914-1940

First world war hits hard in Trentino: 40% 
of population left the province during the 
war as soldiers, refugees, prisoners.

Fascism does not encourage emigration. 
But many leave Italy for political reasons.

The village of Loppio after bombing in first world war
Inventario dei beni storici e artistici della diocesi 
di Trento

https://www.beweb.chiesacattolica.it/benistorici/bene/1000020014/Ambito+trentino+(1918-1919),+Veduta+delle+rovine+di+Loppio+dopo+la+Grande+Guerra


TRENTINO AFTER THE WAR

400.000 inhabitants in 1914

60.000 enlisted in Imperial Army (11.000 dead)

75.000 refugees in the Empire, 35.000 refugees in Italy, 2.000 political prisoners
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Refugees camp in Mitterndorf (Austria)
Biblioteca Civica Rovereto

https://www.bibliotecacivica.rovereto.tn.it/Eventi-e-attivita/ARCHIVIO-EVENTI/Centenario-dei-profughi-trentini


TRENTINO THROUGH FASCISM

Strongly nationalist focus with idea of Italian superiority, no respect for former austrian/tirolean institutions

No appreciation for migration (except african colonies and political opposers)

Reconstruction and public infrastructures policy
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Gathering in Piazza Venezia (Trento)
Trentino Cultura

https://www.cultura.trentino.it/Appuntamenti/L-Austria-mussoliniana-al-comando-trentini-redenti-e-ventennio-fascista


ITALIANS ABROAD
AND POLITICAL CONFLICT

After first world war Italian communities abroad
become very polarized.

The fascist government spreads its propaganda 
and promotes the creations or the assimilation of 
many italian organizations.

Anti-fascist groups start their organizations to 
continue their political activity and to provide
assistance to their fellows in Italy and abroad.
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Frontpage of police file on Leonardo Bancher, trentino migrant and Communist Party member
in Tuzla (Jugoslavia)
National Archive – Trento 



THE EUROPEAN WAVE
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1945-1970

After second world war a new massive 
wave of emigration hits Italy and Trentino.

Emigration is promoted by Italian
government as a solution for 
overpopulation and unemployment

Italian workers at Tissot factory (Switzerland)
Associazione Bellunesi nel mondo

https://www.bellunesinelmondo.it/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/de_martin_elio_svizzera0001.jpg


THE AGE OF BILATERAL AGREEMENTS

Italian government signs bilateral trade agreements with main European industrial countries

Workforce is the key «commodity» offered by Italy bilateral trade agreements

Migrants are at the foundation of European institutions (free movement of workers)
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Marcinelle mine disaster (Belgium)
Wikipedia

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disastro_di_Marcinelle#/media/File:Catastrophe_Marcinelle.jpg


CULTURE AND IDENTITY

1945-1975

Italian Clubs abroad focus their activity on, the 
number or regional entities increases:

• Culture and identity;

• Socialization in a discrimination-free 
environment;

• Recognition by local authorities

• Help and counseling to newcomers
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Trentino Club in Schaffhausen (Switzerland - 1962)
Associazione Trentini nel mondo



BIRTH OF REGIONAL
ORGANIZAZIONS

1955-1965

Migrant coordination entities based in Italy.

Regional/local identity as main cohesion factor

• Support migrants before and after leaving

• Defend migrant interests in italian political
bodies

• Foster recognition of rights by foreign
authorities
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COLD WAR AND AFTER
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1970-2010

Second generation trentini abroad mainly
tell success stories but…

…iron curtain cuts relations with Eastern
Europe, in south America many country 
fall under military dictatoriships.

The discovery of poor communities of 
Trentino origin starts an age of solidarity
interventions.

Cold war missile site «Base Tuono» near Trento
Base Tuono Museum

http://www.basetuono.it/index.html


DIFFICULT TIMES

Loss of contacts with Eastern Europe communities

Difficult relations with and within South American communities

Persecution of italian identity by ultranationalist governments
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Agricultural works in Stivor (Bosnia)
Associazione Trentini nel mondo



SUCCESS IS NOT THE RULE

Discovery of poor trentini communities

The great crisis of Argentina
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Home of trentini migrants in Chaco (Argentina)

Associazione Trentini nel mondo



COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY

Restore dignity and self awareness to families 
with unsuccesful migration history

• Culture and language programmmes

• Cooperative working

• Education and vocational training

• Solidarity projects and working opportunities
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Workers of Cooperativa Solidaridad Trento Chaco (Argentina)

Associazione Trentini nel mondo



NEW EMIGRATION WAVE
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2005-in progress

From 1975 to 2005 there are 30 quiet
years with few people leaving. 

Net migration in the positive range with 
little movement until 1990.

After 1990 Italy becomes destination
country. 

From 2005 departures starting to grow
again.



NEW ITALIAN MIGRATION

Both northern and southern Italy

Trentino is among most affected

Not only highly skilled young workers
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Net migration of italian citizens

Il sole 24 ore

https://st.ilsole24ore.com/images2010/Editrice/ILSOLE24ORE/ILSOLE24ORE/Online/Immagini/_Oggetti_Embedded/Grafici/2019/05/09/GRAFICO_iscrizioni_650x485-01.png?uuid=f1e2b118-7187-11e9-82f1-29d85571fbdc


NEW CHALLENGES

Is new migration wave better equipped than the 
old ones?

Educational level and availability of informations
about destination countries say yes. BUT ….

Today’s experience of migration is made of a sum 
of individuals:

• No organized collective path

• No migration chains

• Little participation into formal/phisical networks
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GRAZIE

info@trentininelmondo.it

www.trentininelmondo.it
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